
Music Division Research Orientation

What We Have • Why We Have It • How To Find It • When to Ask



Music Division

What do we have in our collections?

• Scores

• Books

• Periodicals 

• Archival material
• Correspondence
• Business Papers
• Photographs & Iconography
• Scripts & Writings
• and More!



Introduction to the Music Division

• Created in 1896 and established in quarters of  the Thomas Jefferson Building in 1897 as a “music 
department” 

• From 1897 to present, the custodial division for music copyright deposits
• In 1902 under Oscar Sonneck, Music Division begins to collect antiquarian materials 
• Concert series and commissions established 1925

FOUNDING & HISTORY

Music Department, Thomas Jefferson Building, circa 1900s



General Collections in the Music Division
Scores (M)

• Printed
• Manuscript

Literature (ML)
• History / criticism books
• Biographies / autobiographies
• Correspondence (primary 

sources)

Theory and Instruction (MT)
• Etudes and methods
• Music theory analyses and 

treatises

Explore LC Classification Schedules: 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCC/freelcc.html#LN

https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCC/freelcc.html#LN


Library of Congress Online Catalog 



Library of Congress Online Catalog 



Library of Congress Online Catalog 



Library of Congress Online Catalog 



Library of Congress Online Catalog 



Library of Congress Online Catalog 



Coolidge Auditorium

• Funded by Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge
• Constructed and opened in 1925
• Concert series continues today (www.loc.gov/concerts) 

Coolidge Auditorium, Thomas Jefferson Building, Library of Congress.

http://www.loc.gov/concerts


Musical Instruments

• Digital Collection: https://www.loc.gov/collections/musical-instruments-at-the-library-of-congress
• Stradivari, Amati, and Guarneri strings
• Dayton C. Miller Flute Collection: https://www.loc.gov/collections/dayton-c-miller-collection/

Dayton C. Miller with flute. Miller Collection.
The Quartetto di Cremona with the Library of Congress Stradivari 
Collection. Photo: Shawn Miller/Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/collections/musical-instruments-at-the-library-of-congress
https://www.loc.gov/collections/dayton-c-miller-collection/


Special Collections in the Music Division
Special collections are:
• Personal papers of individuals or families
• Organizational records
• Materials compiled by individuals on a subject

Special collections can be:
• “Processed” – ready for use, finding aid available
• “Unprocessed” – not quite ready for use, no finding 

aid yet

Finding Aids
• Documents that communicate the contents and context of special collections
• Used by researchers to request specific boxes in the reading room, learn about related 

materials, and understand how a collection came to be

Searching finding aids
• Master list of special collections on PARR website: 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/perform/special/special-collections.html
• Search Finding Aids online: https://findingaids.loc.gov/

Abraham Lincoln. Signed calling card, 
1862 Feb 4. Francis Maria Scala papers, 
Music Division.

https://www.loc.gov/rr/perform/special/special-collections.html
https://findingaids.loc.gov/


Special Collections in the Music Division
Some suggested collections for primary sources related to band repertoire and 
bandmasters:

• Aaron Copland Collection
• Henry Cowell Music Manuscripts
• Frederick Fennell Collection
• Robert Hoe Collection
• Alan Hovhaness Collection
• Herbert N. Johnston Papers
• Mayhew L. Lake Collection
• Alessandro Liberati Collection
• Production materials for The Glenn Miller Story
• Francis Maria Scala Papers
• Leonard B. Smith Papers
• John Philip Sousa Collection
• Christopher Dodrill Collection on John Philip Sousa



Digital Collections • Band 



African-American Band Music & Recordings
https://www.loc.gov/collections/african-american-band-music/about-
this-collection/



African-American Band Music & Recordings
https://www.loc.gov/collections/african-american-band-music/about-
this-collection/

Items of Interest

Vintage recordings & Parts

Music by James Reese Europe, Will Marion 
Cook, J. Rosamond Johnson, Robert Cole, 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Montague Ring, and 
many more



Band Music from the Civil War Era
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-war-band-music/about-this-collection/



Band Music from the Civil War Era
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-war-band-music/about-this-collection/

Items of Interest

1974 Performances 
conducted by Frederick 

Fennell

Modern scores

Manuscripts (Manchester Cornet Books)



Dayton C. Miller Collection
https://www.loc.gov/collections/dayton-c-miller-collection



Dayton C. Miller Collection
https://www.loc.gov/collections/dayton-c-miller-collection



Dayton C. Miller Collection
https://www.loc.gov/collections/dayton-c-miller-collection

Items of Interest

Frederick the Great’s flute by 
Johann Joachim Quantz
(DCM 0916)

Photographs of Performers and 
Instrument Makers

William S. Haynes Shop, Boston

President James Madison’s 
flute made by Claude Laurent 

(DCM 0378)

Photographs of Historic Woodwinds
E-flat clarinet (DCM 0741)

Clarinet in D (DCM 0443) 
Flageolet (DCM 0659)
Oboe in C (DCM 0042)

John C. Haynes piccolo in C 
made in 1897 for Frank W. 
Wadsworth of the Sousa Band 
(DCM 0182)



The March King: John Philip Sousa
https://www.loc.gov/collections/john-philip-sousa/about-this-collection/



The March King: John Philip Sousa
https://www.loc.gov/collections/john-philip-sousa/about-this-collection/



Items of Interest

The March King: John Philip Sousa
https://www.loc.gov/collections/john-philip-sousa/about-this-collection/

Writings
Example: Annotated typescript for 
Pipetown Sandy

19th-century Musical 
Recordings

Printed Scores and Parts

Photographs

Articles
Example by Frederick Fennell

Sketches
Example: The White Rose March



Transit of Venus March
https://www.loc.gov/collections/transit-of-venus-march/about-this-collection/



Music Treasures Consortium
https://www.loc.gov/collections/music-treasures-consortium/about-this-
collection/



Music Treasures Consortium
https://www.loc.gov/collections/music-treasures-consortium/about-this-
collection/

Items of Interest
W.A. Mozart, Gran Partita, K. 361

Download scans of the holograph score from the Music Division’s Gertrude Clarke Whittall Collection!



Library of Congress Publications
https://www.loc.gov/search/?fa=partof:library+of+congress+publications

Items of Interest

https://www.loc.gov/item/2010456645/
Download a PDF file of the published facsimile 
with scholarly introduction by Alfred Einstein 

in the original German with English translation

https://www.loc.gov/item/77017183/
Download a PDF of this 1977 

publication by William Lichtenwanger

https://www.loc.gov/item/50062965/
Download a PDF of this 1950 

publication by Albert 
Riemenschneider

https://www.loc.gov/item/2010456645/
https://www.loc.gov/item/77017183/
https://www.loc.gov/item/50062965/


Online Exhibitions • Band 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/



The Civil War in America (2012-2014)
https://loc.gov/exhibits/civil-war-in-america/



The Civil War in America (2012-2014)
https://loc.gov/exhibits/civil-war-in-america/

Items of Interest



Echoes of the Great War (2017-2019)
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/about-
this-exhibition/



Echoes of the Great War (2017-2019)
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/about-
this-exhibition/

Items of Interest



Helpful Links
Performing Arts Reading Room • www.loc.gov/rr/perform

Performing Arts “Ask a Librarian” • https://ask.loc.gov/performing-arts

Performing Arts at the Library of Congress on Facebook •
https://www.facebook.com/libraryofcongressperformingarts

In the Muse Blog • www.blogs.loc.gov/music

Digital Collections • www.loc.gov/collections

Library of Congress Research Guides • https://guides.loc.gov/

Library of Congress Concert Series • www.loc.gov/concerts

Library of Congress Concert Series on YouTube • 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8613B74E164140F8

Library of Congress Online Catalog • www.catalog.loc.gov

Online Finding Aids for Special Collections • http://findingaids.loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/rr/perform
https://ask.loc.gov/performing-arts
https://www.facebook.com/libraryofcongressperformingarts
http://www.blogs.loc.gov/music
http://www.loc.gov/collections
https://guides.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/concerts
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8613B74E164140F8
http://www.catalog.loc.gov/
http://findingaids.loc.gov/

